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IN THE ISLAND THAT  LIES  BETWEEN  ^GEAN  AND MEDITERRANEAN

The mountains of Crete are cut up by sheer dark chasms that appear bottomless, and

off the automobile routes the roads are hut dangerous trails where only sure-footed animals

and men can make their way.   The rocky hills are beautiful with flowers in the spring,

for bright crocuses, tiny hyacinths, lilies and anemones are native to this land.

northern part are bare and rugged, but the
fertile valleys are covered with the gray-
green of countless olive trees, the brighter
green of vineyards and the very dark
green of tall conical cypress trees. White-
walled houses stand out sharply against
the f oliage, and over all is the intensely
blue sky which seems to belong to Greece.
Close at hand the Mediterranean sparkles
in the sun, Olive oil, fragrant honey and
many fruits are the products which the
farms of Corfu send to other countries.
Crete, which also belongs to Greece,
is another beautiful and pleasant land,
extremely fertile, picturesque and inter-
It is a long narrow island, and

serves to divide the ^Egean Sea from the
Mediterranean. As we read in the chap-
ter Relics of Ancient Man, it contains
many remains of long-vanished civiliza-
tions, which are among the oldest and
most extraordinary known to us. In later
years the island was a Roman province,
and eventually the Saracens conquered it.
Venice ruled it during four centuries,
then the Turks seized it and In spite of
many revolts maintained at least nominal
power until 1909. In 1913 the island was
incorporated with Greece, but in 1941, it
fell before the fierce aerial warfare of the
Germans and they are now occupying it.
Most Cretans are of Greek origin anu
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